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stocks are however great. Yuki uses only suffixes, Porno employs 
prefixes and suffixes. Porno not only possesses whole classes of 
affixes that have no parallels in Yuki, such as verbal instru- 
mentals, but uses its affixes with wider and at the same time 
more concrete meaning than the majority of comparatively vague 
Yuki suffixes possess. Special features of Pomo, such as a sex 
gender, are lacking in Yuki. The nature and employment of 
demonstratives are very different. On the whole the two 
languages have but few points of structure in common^ other 
than such as are of a general Central Califomian character. 

Porno often shows an unexpected richness of structural 
development. Thus the noun, where we should perhaps first 
look for it, is ordinarily without any designation of plurality. 
But a few substantives denoting persons show different stems for 
the plural. Several others possess a plural formed by a suffix -a. 
A considerable number of verbs have different stems in singular 
and plural. Several pairs of very frequently used suffixes of 
\ erbs (express respectively the singular and the plural of the 
subject. Eelatives by marriage are addressed in the plural as a 
sign of respect — a trait found also in the nearby southern 
Athabascan languages by Dr. Goddard.*^ The plural is also 
(expressed in animate nouns by the xise of certain demonstratives. 
The pronouns show plural forms. Altogether the expression of 
plurality is much more developed than might at first sight 
appear, or than is the case in Yuki, where nouns are better 
provided with suffixes of plurality. A similar condition exists 
in regard to the expression of other grammatical ideas. 

PHONETICS. 

The phonetics of Porno are simple in that the language con- 
tains no sounds that are obscure or that do not oecur in a con- 
siderable proportion of the languages of mankind, and in that 
tlie sounds are little modified by such processes as composition 
and suffixation. There are no combinations of more than two 
consonants, and even these quite clearly do not appear in stems. 



46 p. E. Goddard, Kato Texts, present series, V, 143, 1909. See also 
E. Sapir, Yana Texts, ibid., IX, 101, note 150, 1910. 
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POMO. 

The territory of the Porno Indians is south of that of the 
Yuki, and centers about the present Mendocino, Sonoma, and 
Lake counties, of which it comprises the greater part. It has 
recently been fully described in a paper published in this series 
by Dr. S. A. Barrett, who has in this connection also made an 
exhaustive determination of the dialectic divisions of the family. 
These are seven in number, with one additional slight sub- 
dialect, A comparison of vocabularies of the seven dialects shows 
the following degrees of affinity among them. The Northern and 
Central dialects, which are but little differentiated, seem to 
represent most nearly the original form of the language, as the 
other dialects resemble these two more nearly than one another. 
Least divergent from the Northern- Central form of speech are 
the Eastern dialect and a group consisting of the Southwestern 
and the Southern dialects, with the additional sub-dialect of the 
latter. The two most divergent dialects, the Southeastern and 
Northeastern, are spoken in territories most remote from the 
heart of the Pomo area, and by people in contact with foreign 
languages. The Northeastern is probably a direct development 
from the Northern- Central group, and in a different direction 
from the Southeastern, for the two dialects have less in common 
with one another than with any others. 

The material here presented was obtained in 1902 and 1903 
from Raymond Brown and Thomas Mitchell, and is from the 
Eastern dialect, spoken on the shores of the greater part of 
Clear lake. Dr. Barrett's vocabularies show that this dialect 
differs from the Northern and Central almost as markedly in 
verbal endings as in vocabulary. In fact it seems that we have 
really to reckon with seven Pomo languages rather than mere 
dialects. 

Pomo belongs to the Central Californian morphological type 
of languages characterized by structural transparency and 
failure to use pronouns as grammatical machinery. It resembles 
Vuki in this regard. The differences between the two linguistic 



